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Jesus chose to meet the Samaritan woman at the 
well.  A “marginal” woman, shunned by most.  
Paulist Father John Hurley chose this passage from 
John, Chapter 4, as his theme for his talk.   
Do we shun people “different” from us, or do we 
reach out to others as Christians who share Jesus’ 
love?
Many Serrans, sat as a group to hear Father Hurley 
at the St. Martha Mission on Monday, March 27 .  
Father’s words encouraged us to reach out to 
others, accept people where they are and walk the 
walk together with them.
Father reminded us that everyone is created in the 
image and likeness of God.  Also, related Pope 
Francis’ words, “The Eucharist is not a prize for 
perfect people, but is medicine for the weak.”
We are called to reach out to others.  Jesus broke 
all Jewish laws when he talked to the woman; she 
was married five times and living with a man not her 
husband, she was a Samaritan, so Jews shunned 

her, yet Jesus broke all rules and reached out to her.  
“Meeting the woman at the well transcended the cultural divide.  What would it 
take for us, Christians, Jews, and Muslims to realize we have one father in  
Abraham?” stated Father Hurley.
Jesus knew all about her.  Jesus offered her water that would allow her to 
never thirst.   And she believed.  She became the first evangelist, proclaiming 
Jesus as the Messiah.
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Message to Parents 

Message to parents: “We need your help!!!” 

Last month marked the 20th anniversary of  one of  my all-time favorite movies: Space Jam.  
One of  my favorite scenes is when Bugs Bunny and friends pull Michael Jordan down a golf  
hole into Looney Toon Land.  When they get the basketball legend on the ground, Bugs 
Bunny grabs him, gets in his face, grabs him by the collar and screams, “WE NEED YOUR 
HELP!” 

	 I feel like Bugs Bunny quite frequently in this ministry because parents, I really, really, 
REALLY need your help!  I don’t think I can express enough how much our church needs 

vocations to the priesthood and religious life and I am asking for your help in promoting these 
options to your children.  

	 When I was ordained to the priesthood, I gave my parents some of  the coolest gifts I have ever given 
anyone.  In the ancient tradition of  the Catholic Church, a newly ordained priest has his hands anointed with the 
Sacred Chrism as his hands are used as vessels for God’s love in the Sacrament.  Through the priest’s hands, he 
calls forth the Holy Spirit to change bread and wine into the Body and Blood of  Christ.  Through his hands, the 
priest is a vessel of  healing in the sacraments of  reconciliation and anointing of  the sick.  Through his hands, He 
baptizes and blesses.  After this rite during the ordination Mass, the priest then removes any excess chrism from his 
hands by wiping them on the Chrism cloth (called ‘manutergium’ in Latin).  On my Ordination day, I presented 
this cloth to my mom in a sealed bag as a way to express my gratitude in teaching me how to use my hands to heal 
and bless.  I also presented my dad the stole that I heard my first confessions in as a sign of  gratitude for him 
teaching me how to be kind and merciful.   

	 In this beautiful tradition, my parents keep both of  these items in a special place in their home as a 
reminder of  that beautiful day when the Church called me to be a priest.  They will keep those sacred items with 
them until they are called home to Heaven.  When that day comes, my dad will hold the stole in his hands and my 
mom will have the cloth wrapped around her hands as a sign that they gave one of  their most special gifts: their 
very flesh and blood to serve the church as a priest. 

	 Parents, vocations are born in your homes.  You have the responsibility to teach them how to love, grow in 
their faith, and teach others the love of  Christ.  Please encourage them to consider giving their lives in service to 
God and His Church as priests, brothers, sisters, and nuns.  There is no greater gift that you can give the Church 
than one of  your very own flesh and blood laying down his or her life in service to Christ and His Holy Church.  
Please, parents, we need your help.  Please encourage and pray that your kids may be open to a vocation to the 
priesthood or religious life because we need more help! 

Father T. J.  Dolce, Vocations Office 

Archdiocese of  Galveston Houston 
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VOCATION EXPO

Several Serrans 
enjoyed going 
to the 
Archdiocese 
Vocation Expo 
on Saturday, 
March 11.
The program 
began with 
Mass officiated 

by Cardinal 
DeNardo and continued with 

several interesting talks.

Parents of religious spoke to us 
about their experience having a 
religious in the family.  They 
related events of their child as 
they were growing up and the 
impact now that they are 
following their calling.

The program ended with 
several  groups describing 
how they serve the 
community.
Father TJ. and Sister Anita 
kept us on task so that all 
could enjoy the entire 
program

Seminarian Michael 
Applegate assisted 
Cardinal DeNardo
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Serrans enjoyed hearing from the panel of  parents who either have a child 
serving as a religious, or are discerning. 

Parents of  Father T.J. relayed that 
priesthood was always discussed as a career 
choice.  Parents must be a model. Mrs. 
Dolce said even though at first it was a 
struggle for her, she saw how he, Father T.J.,  
received such peace when he responded to 
his calling.

The Webers have a daughter, Allyson, who is 
discerning religious life.  She took the long 
road and at age 42 decided to listen to the 
call.  She is in her second year of  discernment 
at Servants of  the Cross in Ottawa, Canada

The Whites have three sons.   Their 
home emphasized God and Christ.  
Mr. White shared his own journey with 
his sons, and even though he was not a 
Catholic at the time, he strongly 

supported his 
wife’s 
Catholic 
faith.  Their 
youngest 
son, Joey, is 
in the 
seminary.  
Mom 

needed to let 
go of  her other sons to her daughter-
in-laws, and release Joey to Christ, and 
that has brought her family closer to 
Christ.

Sisters of  Divine 
Providence, Sister 
Anita’s order was one 
of  the 14 religious 
communities that 
shared their “Five 
Minutes of  Fame”.

Ryan Rivera’s parents were present at the 
Vocation Expo
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS 

Every Thursday, Adoration and Benediction at St. Philip the Apostle in Huffman after the 8:30 Mass. 
Tuesday, April 11, -Adoration and Benediction of  the Blessed Sacrament, 7:30 p.m., following the 7:00 p.m. Mass 
at St. Martha 
Friday, April 14, -Adoration and Benediction of  the Blessed Sacrament, 9:00 a.m., following the 8:30 a.m. Mass at 
St. Martha 
Wednesday, April 19, Outreach Mass, TBA 
Friday, April 21, BASKETBALL!   Priests vs. Seminarians, 7:15 at Strake Jesuit Competition Gym, 8900 Bellaire 
Blvd. Live Radio Broadcast 1430 AM 
Monday, April 24, Monthly meeting at Italiano’s - 6:30 p.m. social time. Father Donald Nesti will be our guest 
speaker 
May 7, World Day of  Prayer for Vocations. www.houstonvocations.com/world‐day‐of‐prayer‐for‐vocations 
May 13 – Diaconate Ordinations (transitional deacons) – 10am Mass at the Co‐Cathedral. All are invited. 
May 13 - Trips and Tours -Visit the Shalom Center-10:00 a.m. 
May 27, Serra Governor’s Meeting Office Position Training 
June 3 – Priesthood Ordinations – 10am Mass at the Co‐Cathedral. All are invited. 
June 6‐8 – Explore Retreat – 10am St. Mary’s Seminary. For high school boys ages 15‐18. 

CONTACT US

For more information about the Serra Club northeast of Houston, please contact, President, 
Doug Reed, dougrdo@gmail.com.
To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra information, please contact 
Newsletter Editor, Mary Lou Purello, marylou0038@icloud.com.

April Birthdays

April 6 - Father Anthony Udoh, St. Mary 
Magdalene 
April 12 -Seminarian Michael Applegate, St. 
Mary’s Seminary 
April 12 - Seminarian Ryan Rivera, St. Joseph 
Seminary College 
April 16 - Diddy Muck 
April 21- Deacon Jon Barfield, St. Martha 
April 28 - Scott Mosby

April 30, 2005, Father 
Abraham Lopez, St. Leo 
the Great 

April Anniversaries

Doug Reed sends a special thank you to all who 
prayed for his healing.  God is Good.

Trips and Tours:  We will visit the Shalom Center, Saturday, 
May 13 and will meet at St. Martha’s at Woodridge Parkway at 
10:00 a.m. to car pool.   We will have a guided tour of  the 
facility by Dan Kidd, lunch will be included and we will return 
to St. Martha’s at approximately 1:00 p.m.  Contact Diddy 
Muck, muck@kingwoodcable.net or (281) 615-2015 
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